November 29, 2011

All Souls

Unitarian Church

Bulletin

December Services

All Visitors Are Welcome!

Sunday, December 4, 10:30 a.m.

AFacing a Complicated

How can we get through the winter holidays
with our sense of humor and sanity intact?
The Reverend Gretchen L. Woods

Sunday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.
AA Winter Holiday
Offered by the RE students.

Sunday, December 18, 10:30 a.m.
All Souls Unitarian Church Choir Sunday

Saturday, December 24, 6:30 p.m.

MA Family Christmas Eve: Lessons

Sunday, December 25, 10:30 a.m.
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Woods Working:

OA Creation Storyo

oln the beginning . . .6 Many stories
how it works now begin with these words. Some people believe that you know
a group best when you understand its creation story. The DNA established at
that moment in time forever describes its ongoing life through time. My father
often said, o0l gave my children the most
conception. 6
How did this congregation begin its life and how has that affected
everything since? We know that, in 1901, a group of interested businessmen
with a civic bend led by Horace McKay called upon the American Unitarian
Association to send a minister to provide professional leadership for a new
congregation here in Indianapolis. There had been more than one attempt to
do this before, but each faded with loss of leadership. The new church was to
be a church of O0OAIl Souls, 6 or All Soul
Finally, on May 3, 1903, courtesy of the AUA, the Rev. Elmer E. Newbert
offered the first worship service at the Hebrew Temple. On May 11, a gathering
in a private home of one member led to the decision to formally organize the
church, with by -laws and a governing board. On October 18, 1903, All Souls
was formally recognized by the AUA as a Unitarian Church. The Rev. Dr. Frank
Wicks, who served as minister from 1905 through 1938, publicly described All
Souls as OA Religious Center with a Ciyv
motto for the church and has been its mission throughout decades of direct
involvement in this city.
You told me that story and many-tmdire
At the end of the second evening we looked for themes. You selected: 1)
person -centered power base of businessmen, 2) activity moving forward in
waves inspired by individuals, 3) expectations of excellent preaching and fine
music, and 4) repeated salvation by committed individuals who stepped into
crises and helped keep the church alive.
You also pointed out patterns that have consistently arisen: 1) lack of
communication with the whole, 2) lack of information given to all concerned,
3) a sense of secrecy, and 4) a respect for the privacy of people that
sometimes verged on secrecy as well. We will be addressing these concerns
over the year and a half remaining of this interim until you select a new fully -
settled minister.
| am pleased and honored to have heard you and to serve you through
this period of intentional change.
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In gratitude,
Gretchen Woods
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

December will be a busy month for us!
Here is the schedule:

December 4 Practice for the Holiday Program( in Sanctuary following service)

December 1Winter Holiday Program, performed by the RE Children and Youth
[please remember to bring Coburn Place donations to church)

December 18Holiday Workshop, in Atrium (during Choir Concert)
* Coburn Place Save Haven Giving Tree : Basket Assembly
* RE sponsored Coffee Hour

December 24Christmas Eve Candle Light Service afuthild Dedication

December 29ntergenerational Service (No childcare)

2012
January 1 . Ax 9 A A OBIdxhilficAre)
January 2829 OWL [Our Whole Lives] 1st Weekend Retreat [of 4]

February [date tbd] Chili Supper

February 1112 OWL 2d Weekend Retreat
February 2526 OWL 3d Weekend Retreat
March 2425 OWL 4th Weekend Retreat

April 14-15 Heartland Junior high youth at All Souls

—

RE Volunteers: If you would like to help with the Workshop and/or Coffee Hou
on December 18th, please contact Katie Boland.
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SCRIP GIFT CARDS

Have you completed your Christmas shopping?
"ants sg s drnldnmdo n
Is hard to buy for?

A SCRIP gift card purchased through All Souls may be
JUST RIGHT!

*With SCRIP gift cards, you give several gifts simultaneously!
#xnt fhud - Oekdwhakde fhes s
*‘Your purchase benefits All SoulB with a percentage of the sale.
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no crowded malls, no traffic hassles, no waiting in long lines,
and no returns to worry about later.

Special orders may be made by December 4, for delivery

on December 18th, using the forms that list many

retailers, restaurants, and other options.

You might be pleasantly surprised to see all the businesses offeg-
ing SCRIP via All Souls.

You will find order forms with the Sunday Order of Service, on

the literature table, or at the SCRIP table on Sundays.

Please consider SCRIP qift cards as a good alternative or additj@
to your normal Christmas giving. F 3y
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A message from Leon and Marian Rand:

Leon Rand asked that we let the Membership know that he and
Marian have relocated to Evanston, lllinois. Their new contact
information is on file in the Church Office. They are sorry to
leave All Souls and their friends here, but are closer to family!
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OWL Our Whole Lives

We are thrilled that ~ Victoria and John Rempel
will be leading the acclaimed sexuality education program
Our Whole Lives next semester.
They have 12 years of experience with the program developed by the
Unitarian Universalist Association.
OWL models and teaches caring, compassion, respect and justice.

It is a holistic program that moves beyond the intellect to address

the attitudes, values, and feelings that youth have about themselves

and the world. In a developmentally appropriate manner, it addresses
sensitive topics that are typically excluded. It is secular and free of spe-
cific religious doctrine or reference.

There are 28 sessions that will be taught over 4 weekend retreats.

(January 28 -29, February 11 -12, February 25 -26 and March 10 -11)
Please let me know if your child or children will be attending the pro-

gram. There will be a maximum of 15 participants.

If you would like more information please feel free to call
Victoria (317.847.8760) or email offmgr@ijjtf.org

From: Katie Boland, RE Chair

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Membership committee invites

all those who are interested in increasing membership

toa pitch - in brainstorming meeting

on Sunday, Dec 4th  at 11:45 in the Beattie Room

We will review our policies and find new ways to welcome visitors and
retain new members. Bring you calendars, ideas and enthusiasm and
be ready to sign up to greet, be a floating greeter and work at the

Membership Table in the social hall.

For more information contact Elsa Sands email elsasands@yahoo.com.



http://us.mc57.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=offmgr@ijjtf.org

January Jubilee Tickets

Thewomen of All Souls
are cordially invited to join us for
January Jubilee

on January 21, 2012 at 2p.m.
Limited tickets are available for $25 each

| mt gx | tahkdd hr =~ vnl dmof
of various themes. It is always popular, and is designed
to highlight our church to those outside our community.

f}% Deadline for purchasing tickets is Sunday,
S

4 ¥4

December 18

Please see Jane Murphy on Sundays for tickets
j. murphy@att.net

l,r

The Partner Church Jewelry Sale
will be on two Sundays:

Sunday, December 4th and the 11th,
in the Church Social Hall
after the Service.

Once again we will have a wide assortment of moderately priced jewelry
available, perfect for holiday giving, plus some accessories such as
scarves and watches.
All proceeds go to the Partner Church general fund, used currently to
provide assistance to our sister church in
Sepsiszentgyorgyi in Transylvania as their congregation continues with
some important remodeling to convert their old church building into a
small soup kitchen for needy local residents, a youth center and guest
accommodations (for visitors like us!).
Please be sure to look over our jewelry selection
and support us if possible. Jim Schrementi



mailto:jj_murphy@att.net

Summary of October 2011
Survey Of Al Il Soul s6 Members

The stewardship committee conducted a survey of members and friends simultaneous with the fall stew-
ardship canvass. We deemed a survey to be necessary because All Souls is in a transition period. The
survey asked the following questions:

1. What inspires you about All Souls Unitarian Church? What made you certain that this is your
church home? What programs do you most value?

2. What dif anything - has made you uncertain about All Souls as a church? How could we have
done things differently?

3. What dreams are yet to be fulfiled &or even voiced? What do you wish to see All Souls do?

Over 50 members of the congregation volunteered to conduct a face -to-face survey with 100 % of the

members and friends. One hundred eighteen members and friends participated in the survey either by
completing the survey themselves or by participating in an interview. The potential pool of respondents

was 300. While the term 6membersd is used througho
Church. Most answers to questions were general and without detail. Thus the summary that follows is

lacking in specifics. Statements that an activity or program is essential are my conclusions after reading

and tallying the responses.

Questions in group 1:
Answers to the first two questions overlapped. There was high degree of agreement among the replies.
Members appreciate that a diversity of religious beliefs is welcomed here; religious liberalism is
at home here; freedom of expression, exchange of ideas, and intellectual inquiry thrive here.
People feel they can express their ideas and opinions safely here. That All Souls has no dogma is
very appealing. Unitarian philosophy, humanism, and spirituality are valued. This is a welcoming
church. Members are felt to be committed and friendly. = Members feel at home here. The ser-
mons of the Reverends Jack Mendleson, Paul Beattie, Ed Harris, and Bruce Clear were inspira-
tional and intellectually stimulating. The interim minister, Reverend Dr. Gretchen Woods is
strongly supported for her dynamism, energy, i ns

The | ast question in group 1 had a wide variety of
scending order from the most mentioned to least mentioned.

Small Groups are enjoyed by many members. More groups are wanted. Small groups are essential

to this church community.

The choir, organ/piano music, and the whole music program are greatly enjoyed by those in the
choir and the congregation. This program is considered a strong and important asset of the
Church. This is a core program of All Souls and is essential.

Religious education for children is essential. Young families will not attend here without one.
Several thought Our Whole Lives (O.W.L.) program was worthwhile. There is a desire among
some to strengthen the high school program, initiate programs for college age and adults through
age 45, and initiate a program for the GLBT community.

Many found intellectual stimulation in the Sunday 9:30 -10:30 adult forum and the 10:30 AM ser-
vice. Intellectually stimulating sermons are prized by this congregation. Both are integral to All
Souls.

Two social gatherings are highly appreciated. They are the Channing Club and the social hour
after Sunday services.

Other activities, services, and programs mentioned by fewer numbers were the fall retreat, art
exhibits in the atrium, library, Friday evening pitch -in dinners and movies, singles group, and
Christmas service. [continued on next page ->]



Summary of October 2011 Sicontiney of Al

Questions in group 2:
The recent situation regarding the departure of the Director of Religious Education touched
most, but not all, of the respondents. There was a full range of opinions offered regarding this
major issue. Respondents mentioned often the lack of communication and of knowing the

facts. Member sd behavior, members | eaving the ch
this issue seemed a surprise and a breaking of th
seemed unfairness and a lack of compassion in the process leading up to her departure.
Unrelated to the above issue, replies revealed that a significant number of members and friends
have drifted away from All Souls because of changing interests, because of schedule conflicts,
and because they now attend another church.
Minority views also were expressed. Members should be more accepting of conservative view-
points and should be more tolerant of Christianity and Christian symbols. The Church needs to
make room for both spiritual and intellectual pursuits.
A few offered remarks about how the Church is operated. There is a lack of transparency. The
Church is run by insiders, perhaps a clique. Personnel practices need to be more professional; all
employees of the Church should receive written performance reviews.
Questions in Group 3:
This last category of questions generated the most comments. Issues are listed in descending order
from the most mentioned to the least mentioned.
An overwhelming desire of members is that All Souls not only survive, but grow and attract
younger generations to the Church.
There is a pervasive desire in this congregation to be active in community affairs whether it will
be social justice or environmental issues or some other yet undetermined issue.
Members listed the qualifications desired in our future minister. He/she needs to offer pastoral
care, be a people person, be a minister to the whole congregation, be active in the Indianapolis
community, be dynamic.
A significant number of members suggested improvement of the Religious Education Department.
It should be O0strengthened, i mproved, and rehabil
suggested.
A significant number of members thought we need to be better at welcoming new members, in-
tegrating them into the All Souls community, and retaining them. We, also, need to pay more
attention to visitors when they attend the social hour.
Several want better and more communication within the Church.
Several want the speakersd program OFrontiers of

Smaller numbers of members want to see more:
Jintergenerational connections and activities

Jperforming arts,

Jcelebration of other faiths and cultures,
[continued on next page ->]



Summary of October 2011 Sicontiney of A

Jliving of the Covenant,

Jcreativity in the Sunday service, including
more passion,

Jcolor in the sanctuary, (One member offered
the sanctuary.)

Jexchange of ministers in the pulopit,
Jracial and ethnic diversity in the congregall
Jeffort to make Al Soul sd values and | iberal

Several support a marketing plan to make this happen.
Jand better wutilization of Al l Soul s& bui |l

A few want to resurrect the Womends Alliance Gr c
discussion groups.

One dream is to reunite with the UUI Church.

The last two dreams are to have the Church filled with activities every evening and to pay All

Soul s6 fair share of dues to the UUA.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Lumbert
Stewardship Committee co-chair
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< SPECIAL EVENTS
led by the Reverend Dr. Gretchen L Woods

Wednesday, December 21, 2011 YULE CELEBRATION
At 7:30 pm The Atrium

Saturday, January 14, 2012 WORKSHOPON WORSHIP
From 12:30d 3:30 The Beattie Room
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE Request

ACl ass Advisors/ Teacherso are
for elementary classes starting January 8, 2012.
K- 1st grade and 2d and 3d grade groups have a meaningful but
easy curricula. There are generally 3 to 8 children in each class.

You can co -teach, teach once a month,
or the entire Spring Semester!

Please bring your wisdom, special talent,
or love of liberal religious education to our church school.

Please contact Katie Boland Katie@b -e.com or Virginia Snell
snellva@yahoo.com.

Sincerely,
Katie Boland
RE Committee Chair

ALL SOULS INDY FORUM

Sandboxjw.net/forum
Follow the registration directions, then you may enter an oigoing
conversation or start a whole new one.

Adult Forum 2011

December 4. Ken Kern: United Nations and Current Issues
December 11: Randy Trowbridge and other: TBA
December 18: Dick Curtis:  Is Climate Change Happening?

Please join us in the Beattie Room on Sundays at 9:30 for a series of lively and
interesting discussions! The discussion finishes in enough time for you
to attend the Sunday service.

nee.:



New Books in the Library
Take a Look

Donations keep coming in and we thank you so much!
Many are put on our rolling Book Cart for sale
at only 50 cents for paperbacks or $1.00 for hard covers.
Some are put on our shelves, hard covers that | feel would be of
interest to our membership.
Several members enjoy a good mystery,
so here are a few recent additions:

"The Second Opinion” by Michael Palmer
"Simple Genius" by David Baldacci
"A Dangerous Mourning" by Anne Perry
"Bleeding Kansas" by Sara Paretsky

If you like to take trips or just like to hear about exciting adventures on trips, or both, you'd
probably like to read, "Traveling With Frank and Katrina" donated to us by our very own

Frank Basile, the author.

Or, maybe you really enjoy biographies..... we have Ted Turner's recent one "Call Me
Ted." (Yes, he brags, but about interesting things!)

Do you like to read poetry? Emily Dickenson's works were recently donated....

a part of the "Great American Poets" series edited by Geoffrey Moore.

Other books added during the summer and early fall:
"Help, Lord!  I'm Having a Senior Moment" by Karen O'Connor
AThe Wor st HayTdmofhyi Egen "

A book that's been on the shelf a while but that is quite topical is:

"Under the Banner of Heaven" by Jon Krakauer. Itis timely because it explains
Mormonism and its various beliefs. Since Mitt Romney and Jon Huntsman are both possible
Republican candidates and are Mormons, it seems likely that a fascinating (yes, | read it and
it definitely is) book like this would appeal.

We, of course, have lots and lots of books about religion, our own and many others.
can read about Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, Paganism, and many other perspec-
tives including Atheism and "isms" I've never heard of. Come in and browse.

Fitness Classes

Cometothe exercise classes at All Souls Tuesday eve-

nings at 6:30 pm & Thursaay mornings at 8.30 am

for fun and fitness! Exercise boosts immunity and improves sleep
guality and energy. It decreases risk of depression, breast cancer

You

(according to a study in the Nutrition and Cancer ) and type Il dia-

betes. Besides all that, we have a great time! Get rid of your
frustrations, make friends, get in better shape and relax. Room 6




FLOWERS
December 4 - Today's flowers are given byJan Ratzfor her husbandSteve
on their 44th wedding anniversary on December 2nd

"I still enjoy your companionship".

December 11 - The flowers today are given byCarol and Earl Miller to
celebrate their wedding anniversary.

If you would like to dedicate flowers to a loved one
or to honor an important event in 2012,
please contact Sandy Reiberg at sandyrei@aol.com or 28341,
or Doris Cantrell at dorisindy@sbcglobal.net317-253.6826 .

2010 -11 Sunday Services Now in MP3 While Supplies Last

Il f youdd |Ii ke to hear some Sunday ser
2010 0 Sept. 4, 2011] over again or hear services you missed, you are in

luck. A limited edition of these services [5 sets] is now available at a dis-

count price while supplies last.

Now available on 3 CDs [MP3], are 46 of |l ast year o6s
here at All Souls. These include a wide selection including 12 services by

Rev. Clear, 3 summer services by the Reverend Woods, 11 by the Rever-

end Proctor, 2 by the Reverend Wheat, 3 by the Reverend Gilmore , 2 by

the Reverend Harris, plus several other speakers. Theses are condensed
recordings including the readings, sermon, and selections of music to

surround them. Also, special music presentation have been included in

their entirety.

This special MP3 CD will play on computers, newer CD players that are

MP3 compatible, and most DVD players.

The 3 CD sets are on sale for $10 [all proceeds go to support the

Church] and are available in the All Souls Bookstore. Prior year

CD sets are now on clearance for $5.

If you miss out on this limited edition, you can special order the CDs

from Don Killingbeck [  donjudykl@att.net ] at a donation to the Church

for $15 a set. Or you can al so borrow
prior years, from the All Souls Library.
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Movies with Heart & Soul on Friday, December 3d, you are

i nvited to Al Souls Movie Night with] AN
| nspireo. This month we have two filmg d
the meal, stay for two good movies.

OQur short film is The One -&yedpercuddiamnst ﬁE S
who plays the cymbals in the orchest
ten

-

womanos at tion.o

OQur feature i s Nativity. nTeacher Pau M
the biggest challenge of his life Odproducing the St. Beff na
mas Musical. The extravaganza has to ut
production. Then the stakes get raised evewn higher when dreams of

Hol |l ywood take over the townds coll ecfiyv

Come enjoy an evening of good food, good fellowship, and a couple of
good movies. The evening begins at 6:30 pm with a potluck dinner in
the Beattie Room and will end with a stimulating 15 minute discussion.
We invite you to come share in this special evening.

Don Killingbeck 765.461.2735 donjudyl@att.net
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Room at all Souls from 8 pm until 12:30. Bring a snack to

» : ; . x

bt share, a friend or friends, your own drinks, and your favor- 2

ite games.
Please bring party or dancing CDs. Contact me if you need

any further information or if you have any suggestions fo
% activities at the party. ﬁ
Hope to see you there!

X Betty Lunch bjlynch13@yahoo.com -
MDV XD@QQR DUD O@QSX
ALL SOUL S UNITARIAN CHURCH
% BEATTIE ROOM %
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ALL SOULS RE and COBURN PLACE
SAFE HAVEN GIVING TREE

The RE Senior High class is leading an Roliday project
to provide baskets of needed items
to the families of Coburn Place Safe Haven.

There are6 different categories of theme
baskets,including: Baby Needs, Laundry Iltems,
Cleaning Supplies, First Aid Kit Items.

The goalis to provide Coburn Place families as many baskets of those
needed items as we can.

How can you help?

You may have noticed the Giving Tree set up in the Atrium.The Jr High
and Sr High classes have made paper basks&taped ornaments, which
have suggested purchases printed on them for a particular theme basket.

Please chose a paper ornament from the Giving Tregake it

with you and make your purchase(s).
Please return your purchasedtem(s) to the large gift wrapped box by the

Giving Tree N0 later than Sunday, December 11.
Another way you can help the families at Coburn Place is to purchase
gift cards from our very own All SoulsScCrip table. There is agreat

need for gas, drugstore and grocery gift cards.You can pur-
chase a card and leave it with the Scrip table personThey are safe
keeping the cards until they are delivered to Coburn Place along with the
theme baskets.

Do you have basketsat home that you no longer need?
We can use those or anyinexpensive ones (Goodwill?) you find.
Please leave baskets by the Giving Tree, also.

We will be assembling the gift baskets at church on
Sunday, December 18, if you'd like to join in the fun.

Thank you for your help in this worthwhile effort!
Karen Downing and All Souls RE




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
8:30 am Adult _
Fitness Class ﬁ;gﬁn‘?rgRMov'e
rm 6; 7 Hu-
manists, BR; 7
Vonnegut SG,
rm 5.
4 5 6 BULLETIN 7 8 9 10
11:30 afi DEADLINE 1 pm SOL Lib; |8:30 am Adult 3-5 Holiday
Partner Church 9:30 am Staff 6:30 pm Tai Chi | Fitness Class Program Re-
Jewelry Sale; mtng, Min Ofc; SH; rm 6. hearsal, SH.
11:45 a Mem- 10 a: Library Grp, [6:30 pm DRE 6:307 9:30 pm
. Lib; Search, BR
P Fitness, rm 6 ning Club Holi-
ter Service: RE
) day party
Holiday Pgm
practice, Sanct.
A1 12 13 BULLETIN 14 15 16 17
10: 30 am |6:30pm ouT 7 pm Board 8:30 am Adult 11:30-1:30 Mu-
ter Holiday Pro- MasterMind, 9 am Endowment | Mtng, BR Fitness Class sic Rehearsalfi
gr amoé Lib. Comm, Lib.; rm 6; Sanctuary
& Childre 9:30 am Staff 7 Humanists,
vice; Mgnt, Min. Ofc; BR; 7 Vonne- [Greg Sanders]
11:30 afi Partner 10 am Book Club, gut SG, rm 5.
Church Jewelry Atrium;
Sale SH; 6:30 pm Adult
11:45 Exploring Fitness, rm 6;
UU Lib.; 7 pm Zest in Liv-
ing, rm 4.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:30 am All 6:30 pm BULLETIN 1 pm SOL Lib; |8:30 AM
Souls UU ManKind Pro- DEADLINE . Adult Fitness 6 pm Reception,
church Choir ject SH 9:30 am.Staff 7 pm Council BR; | Class SH/Kitchen:
Sunday, Sanctu- mtng Min Ofc;; Room 6; 6:30 " ]
’ 7 pm Yule 10-noon Mem- :30 pm Christ
ary; 10:30 am Celebration, |oirs I , Lib. mas Eve service
Holiday Work- 6:30 pm Adult Atrium & Child Dedica-
shop, during Fitness, rm 6; tion, Sanctuary.

Choir Concert,
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